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• Registration and Account Maintenance

• Sales Tax Transactions

• Use Tax

• Tax Rates

• How to File and Pay

Objectives



Florida

Fact or Fiction

New businesses must register at their nearest service center.



Florida

It’s easy for a business to register and report 
tax in Florida.

• Online registration application process at:

floridarevenue.com

• By mail using Florida Business Tax Application (Form DR-1)

• In person at your local service center

Registration
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1.
Click on

GENERAL TAX

2.
Select

Register to Collect 
and Report Taxes

floridarevenue.com
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1.
Select

Register to Collect 
and Pay Taxes or Fees

floridarevenue.com
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floridarevenue.com
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1.
Click on

GENERAL TAX

2.
Select

Update Account 
Information Online

floridarevenue.com



Florida

Account Changes
Changes can be made online for:

• a change of address.

• a change in your tax account status.

• a change in business name (no change in legal entity 
or business ownership).

Use a Florida Business Tax Application for: 

• a change in legal entity.

• a change of ownership. 

• a change of business location address from one 
Florida county to another.



Florida

Fact or Fiction

Sales tax only applies to the sale of tangible personal property.
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• Sales of Tangible Personal Property

 DR-46NT (Nontaxable Medical Items and General Grocery List) 

• Rental of Real Property 

 Commercial 

 Transient (6 months or less)

• Admissions

• Certain Services

• Service Warranties

• Amusement/Food and Beverage Vending Machines

Sales and Use Tax is imposed on:
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✓Sales of Tangible Personal Property

 DR-46NT (Nontaxable Medical Items and General Grocery List) 

✓Rental of Real Property 

 Commercial 

 Transient (6 months or less)

✓Admissions

✓Certain Services

✓Service Warranties

✓Amusement/Food and Beverage Vending Machines

Sales and Use Tax is imposed on:



Florida

Fact or Fiction

Sales tax is collected at the time of sale.
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Tangible personal property - Tax due at time 
of sale.

Tax must be separately stated. Tax is 
collected based on the sales price.

Sales price includes all charges to complete 
the transaction.

Collection of Tax

RECEIPT
John’s Neat Stuff  Inc

123 Main Street
Anytown, FL

Phone 123-456-7890

10/4/17  Order 427

1 Doohickey 34.99
2 Gizmos 17.98
3 Thingamajig 9.99

Subtotal 62.96
Tax 3.78
Total 66.74

Credit Card 66.74
Change 0.00

Card Type: Visa
Acct: XXXX-XXXX-XXXX-0001

Exp. Date 10/22
Trans#. 29697939

Auth#. 031888

Thank You For Shopping John’s
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Tangible Personal Property

Example 1

A hardware store sells a shovel 
on December 12th. 

Sales tax on this transaction is 
due on the December return, 
filed in January. 
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Tangible Personal Property

Example 2

A automobile repair shop 
replaces an alternator for 
a customer.

$227.00
X 0.06

$13.62
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Example 3

On December 12th, a furniture store sells a dining room 
set with the terms of 10% down and equal monthly 
payments over 12 months.

Sales tax on this transaction is due on the December 
return, filed in January. 

Tangible Personal Property
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Rental of Real Property

• Commercial rental is the use or 
occupation of commercial property 
regardless of the rental duration.

• Commercial Property includes:

 offices

 warehouses

 mini-warehouses

• A Transient rental is the use or 
occupation of a residential dwelling 
for six (6) months or less. 
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Rental of Real Property

Example 

January’s rent is due on the first of the month.

If tenant pays the landlord on December 30th for their 
January lease. Payment was paid in December and is 
part of their December receipts.

Sales tax on this transaction is due on the December 
return, filed in January. 



Florida

Fact or Fiction

The sales tax rate in Florida is 6%.
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General sales tax rate in Florida is 6 percent.

Some exceptions include:

• The rate on amusement machines is 4 percent.

• The rate on commercial rent is decreasing to 5.8 percent–
effective 1/1/18.

• The rate on the sale of electricity is 6.95 percent.

Tax Rate
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In addition to the state sales and use tax rate, Florida 
counties may impose a discretionary sales surtax.

Discretionary sales surtax:

• Rates vary from county to county 

• Collected along with the state sales tax 

• Sent to the Department of Revenue with sales tax

Discretionary sales surtax applies to the first $5,000 of the 
sales amount on the sale of tangible personal property. 

Tax Rate – Discretionary Sales Surtax
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Example A

A car dealer sells a motor vehicle 
for $20,000 to a customer residing 
in a county with an additional 
1.5% surtax. 

Tax Rate – Discretionary Sales Surtax

How to compute the tax:
Total selling price of motor vehicle $20,000.00

Tax at 6% on total selling price 1,200.00

$5,000 cap on surtax at 1.5% 75.00

Total tax due to the state $1,275.00
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Example B

A company leases a office building 
for $20,000 a month in downtown 
Miami.  Miami-Dade county has 
an additional 1% surtax. 

Tax Rate – Discretionary Sales Surtax

How to compute the tax:
Total monthly rent $20,000.00

State tax at 6% 1,200.00

Surtax at 1% 200.00

Total tax due to the state $1,400.00



FloridaDiscretionary 
Sales Surtax

DR-15DSS
Located online

Forms and Publications

floridarevenue.com
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+

1

2

3

Tax Rate – Discretionary Sales Surtax
When and what rate to collect

If a selling dealer 
located in any 
Florida county

with a 
discretionary 
surtax

sells and 
delivers

into the county 
where the selling 
vendor is located

surtax is collected at 
the county rate 
where the delivery 
is made

with or without a 
discretionary 
surtax

sells and 
delivers

into counties 
without a 
discretionary surtax

surtax is not
collected

with or without a 
discretionary 
surtax

sells and 
delivers

into counties
with different
discretionary surtax 
rates

surtax is collected at 
the county rate 
where the delivery 
is made
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Example 1

If a dealer in Santa Rosa county (1% surtax) 
sells and delivers to a customer in Santa 
Rosa county, the dealer should charge the 
additional 1%.

+

Tax Rate – Discretionary Sales Surtax
When and what rate to collect

If a selling dealer 
located in any 
Florida county

with a 
discretionary 
surtax

sells and 
delivers

into the county 
where the selling 
vendor is located

surtax is collected at 
the county rate 
where the delivery 
is made

1.5% No DSS1%
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Example 2

If a dealer in Santa Rosa county (1% surtax) 
sells and delivers to a customer in 
Okaloosa county (no surtax).  The dealer 
should not charge surtax.

+

Tax Rate – Discretionary Sales Surtax

1.5% No DSS1%

When and what rate to collect

If a selling dealer 
located in any 
Florida county

with or without a 
discretionary 
surtax

sells and 
delivers

into counties 
without a 
discretionary surtax

surtax is not
collected
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Example 3

If a dealer in Santa Rosa county (1% surtax) 
sells and delivers to a customer in 
Escambia county (1.5% surtax), the dealer 
should charge the 1.5% surtax.

+

Tax Rate – Discretionary Sales Surtax

1.5% No DSS1%

When and what rate to collect

If a selling dealer 
located in any 
Florida county

with a 
discretionary 
surtax

sells and 
delivers

into the county 
where the selling 
vendor is located

surtax is collected at 
the county rate 
where the delivery 
is made



Florida

Counties may impose local option transient rental taxes on 
rentals of accommodations six (6) months or less.

Tax Rate – Local Option Transient Rental Taxes 

• Hotels 

• Motels 

• Apartments 

• Rooming houses 

• Mobile home parks 

• RV parks 

• Condominiums

• Timeshare resorts 



Florida
Local Option

Transient Rental
Taxes 

1

2

3
DR-15TDT

Located online
Forms and Publications

floridarevenue.com



Florida

Fact or Fiction

Florida uses a “Bracket System” to calculate tax.
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“Bracket system” is used for collecting sales tax.

There is a bracket system for each tax rate - Common Sales 
Tax Brackets (Form DR-2X).

The bracket will apply to the sales price for each 
transaction.

Multiple items sold together are one transaction.

Multiple admissions – each admission is a separate 
transaction.

Tax Rate – Bracket System



Florida

DR-2X
Located online

Forms and Publications

floridarevenue.com
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Tax Rate – Bracket System

Example 1

Based on 6% rate

One Individual 
Transaction

Tax Collected

Total Sale $11.00 Total Tax Due .66

One taxable transaction at $11.00 total sale.  Total tax collected
equals 66 cents.  The total tax collected (66 cents) is due.
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Bracket system at a 6% rate

Amount of Sale Tax

1.10 - 1.16 .07

1.17 - 1.33 .08

1.34 - 1.50 .09

1.51 - 1.66 .10

1.67 - 1.83 .11

1.84 – 2.09 .12

Tax Rate – Bracket System

Example 2

A customer purchases an item for $1.55.

Using the bracket system $0.10 should be 
charged.

Calculated: 

$1.55 x .06 = 0.093 

Rounded to the nearest cent =  $0.09

$0.09 / $1.55 = 0.0580 or 5.80%

5.80% < 6%



Florida

Fact or Fiction

I can avoid tax if I purchase items out of state for my business.
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If you buy a taxable item out of state and did not pay the 
sales tax rate imposed by Florida, you owe use tax.

Out-of-State Purchases - Use Tax

Example:

A deli purchased a display case from an out-of-state vendor 
and was not taxed.   

The business should report the use tax on their tax return. 
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Common purchases by businesses from out-of-state 
retailers: 

• Office supplies 

• Business furniture 

• Computer software and hardware 

Out-of-State Purchases - Use Tax
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Use tax is equivalent to sales tax. 

Use tax ensures uniform taxation on taxable items that 
are purchased outside Florida but used, stored or 
consumed in Florida.

Use tax is applied not where a product or service was 
sold but where a business bought a product or service 
and then converted it for its own use, without having 
paid tax when it was initially purchased. 

Use Tax
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If you buy an item tax exempt intending to resell it, and 
then use the item in your business or for personal use, 
you owe use tax.

Sales for Resale - Use Tax

Example:

A convenience store employee takes a box of trash bags out 
of inventory to use in the store.
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The Annual Resale Certificate allows businesses to buy or rent 
property or services tax free when it is resold or re-rented.

Sales for Resale
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Examples of purchases or rentals businesses may make without 
paying sales and use tax include:

• Items resold as tangible personal property.

• Items that become a component part of a product you sell, such 
as nails, fabric, and wood that are incorporated into a chair.

• Services that will be resold as part of your regular business 
operations.

• Re-rentals of real property or tangible personal property.

Sales for Resale



Florida

Fact or Fiction

The Department provides different ways to remit sales and use tax.
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Sales and use tax is reported using a Sales and Use Tax 
Return (Form DR-15).

How to File and Pay Tax - Paper

+

+



Florida

File and pay sales tax

electronically using the 

Department’s free and secure 

File and Pay website.

+

+

How to File and Pay Tax - Electronic
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From Home Page

1.
Select

File and Pay
• Taxes
• Fees
• Remittances

floridarevenue.com
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1.
Select

Sales and Use Tax

floridarevenue.com
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floridarevenue.com
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Print Resale Certificate

DR-15 (Sales and Use Return)

floridarevenue.com
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Electronic Filing

Any taxpayer may voluntarily file and pay 
tax electronically. 

However, taxpayers who paid $20,000 or 
more in sales and use tax during the 
most recent state fiscal year are required 
to file and pay tax electronically during 
the next calendar year.
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Benefits of electronic filing include: 

• Businesses that e-file their return timely, are entitled 
to receive a collection allowance. 

• No postage charges or paper to mail.

• Information sent through our website is encrypted 
and secure. 

Electronic Filing
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Most new businesses are set up to file and pay sales and use tax 
quarterly. 

Filing Frequency Limits

Annual Tax Collections
Return and Payment 
Filing Requirement

More than $1,000 Monthly

$501 - $1,000 Quarterly

$101 - $500 Semiannual

$100 or less Annual

Filing Requirements – Filing Frequency
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Fact or Fiction

Tax is due by the 20th of the month.
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Returns and payments are due on the 1st and late after the 20th day 
of the month following each reporting period. 

If the 20th falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or state or federal holiday, 
returns are timely if filed electronically, postmarked or hand-
delivered on the first business day following the 20th. 

Example:

If the sale took place during December and the taxpayer files returns 
monthly, their tax return is due January 1 and late after January 20.

Filing Requirements – Due Date
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February 2017
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 4

2 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

State or Federal Holidays: 
Returns are timely if filed 
electronically, 
postmarked or hand-
delivered on the first 
business day following 
the 20th. 

Presidents Day

Filing Requirements – Due Date
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Electronic payments must be initiated and a confirmation 
number received no later than 5:00 p.m., ET, on the business 
day prior to the 20th. 

Initiations completed after 5:00 p.m., ET, will be processed 
the next business day.

Keep the confirmation/trace number or acknowledgment in 
your records. 

A Florida calendar of Due Dates (Form DR-659) is available at:

floridarevenue.com/forms

Filing Requirements – Electronic Payments



Florida

February 2017
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 4

2 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

Payments must be 
initiated no later than 
5:00 p.m., ET, on the 
business day prior to 
the 20th.

Presidents Day

Filing Requirements – Electronic Payments
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Businesses can submit their electronic return before the 
filing deadline and schedule the payment for the payment 
due date.

Payment scheduling helps ensure timely filing and 
payment. 

Payment Scheduling
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A tax return must be filed for each collection period, even if no tax is 
due.

Telefile is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Businesses can 
telefile, if they: 

• Do not owe any tax, penalty or interest, and 

• Are not claiming any deductions or credits.

Telefile by calling  800-550-6713. 

If the business is obligated to e-file, they cannot telefile.

Filing Requirements – Zero Returns
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Common Filing Errors



Florida Common Filing Errors

+

Using the wrong line



Florida

+

Missing Information

• Discretionary Surtax Miscalculation

• Signature of Taxpayer

• Date

• Telephone Number

Common Filing Errors
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• Registration and Account Maintenance
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• Tax Rates

• How to File and Pay

Objectives
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QUESTIONS
For more information visit

floridarevenue.com

Or call

850-488-6800 


